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 ComMonWRALTH. OF... MASSACHUSETTS. 
In SENATE, Mar 25. . | 


\ 


| On RD E RE D; Ale PELEG Coryin; | 
Tromas DAwESs and Josnua Tromas, 
Eſquires, be a Committee to wait on the 
| Reverend CHANDLER Rozins, and thank 
him in the name of the Senate for the Ser- 
mon delivered by him this day, before His 
Excellency the Governcur, , the Honourable © 
the Council, and the two Branches of the . 


General Court, and fo roomy a Copy 0 
Ver the Preſs. 


| Atteſt, | 
SAMUEL 9 Clerk. 


Eo apt 1h 
8 ER ON. 
PREACHED BEFORE | 1 
Hrs ExenLLency- JONH HANCOCK, Exe. ; 
GOVERNOUR; 


Hrs Howok, SAMUEL ADAMS Es. 
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOUR ; 


Taz Hoxoun ABLE THE COUNCIL, 
AND THE | HONOURABLE THE 

SENATE AND HOUSE 

REPRESENTATIVES, 


or THE COMMONWEALTH or 
MASSACHUSETTS 
May 25, 1791. 


BEING THE DAY OF 


GENERAL ELECTION. 


| my CHANDLER ROBBINS, DE NI. 


b PASTUR OF THE FIRST CHURCH 1N PLYMOUTH. 


BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS: 


PRINTED Br THOMAS ADAMS, 5 
PRINTER ro Inf HONOURABLE 1 ur GENERAL. cobRr. 


M,DC CyXCl. 
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Several paſſages abbreviated in the de- 7 
livery of the following diſcourſe, are in- 5 
ſerted at large, in the publication. 98 
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bet CHRONICLES, Chan; XII. VERSE 
XII. LAST CLAUSE, 


© — ALSO IN JUDAH | THINGS 
WENT WELL, 


ot SHORT, hots very ariking deſcription of 
the proſperous: ſtate of a community.—May it 
ever characterize the growing Empire of this 
Weſtern World—and, till time ſhall be no more, 
may things go well” with United AMERICA! 


| Taz paſſage now read, alludes to the then 
peaceful and happy ſtate of the kingdom of Judah. 
JUDAH, though once united with ljracl, was now | 
become a ſeparate'and independent people. Un- 
der the reign of ſome former Kings, they had en- 
joyed great proſperity they were highly diſtin- 
amen by the — nga of Heaven, and had long 
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| lived ether in os: > friendſhip. But, 


by an unhappy ſtroke of policy, and by certain 
arbitrary claims in the reigning Prince, inſtigated 
by evit counſellors, ſuch a convulſion was produ- 
ced 1 in the nation, as, in the end, diſmembered 


the empire; and J/7ael and Fudah became diſtinct 
| governments, and were neyer afterwards united 
57 Gun 


Ir ſcemed a nipflerious event in Pen ace, at 
firſt ; but we do not find, in the ſucceeding hiſto. 


1 of that people, that Judah had any particular 
cauſe to regret the ſeparation, on account of any 


ſpecial calamities that befell them 1 in conſequence 


of it. On the contrary, it appears, that GOD 
vas pleaſed, for his ſervant David's ſake, whom 
he loved, to make the kingdom of Judah the ob- 
ject of his peculiar care. They had, at different 
5 periods, Kings of eminent character, at the head 
of their government renowned for picty and wil. 


dom ; under whoſe adminiſtration, the people of - 
7 udah enjoyed orcat quietneſs. When they were 


of a different character, and “ did evil in the Gght ; 

| of the Lord,“ he often teſtified his diſpleaſure a- 2 85 
gainſt them, by © terrible things in rightcouſneſs” ; 

| —not unfrequently, by letting looſe a barbarous, 
| keathen enemy upon them, and they were e 5 
into great diſtreſs. 


Tine ſeems to have horn” the caſe with Judah, 


juſt before the happy Era, mentioned i in the text.— 
But 


4 


But when, in their trouble, they ſought the Lord, 
and appeared to repent and humble themſelves be- 


fore him, GOD, rich in mercy; and who © never 


afflicts willingly,” * turned from the fierceneſs of his 5 | 


anger, ſcattered the threatning ſtorm, and again 


* 


reſtored tranquility to their land. And now it is 


ſaid of them, in JUDAH things went well.” 


Their government was peaceful and happy the 
ſmiles of Heaven attended their affairs, and there 


Was no ſpecial cauſe for ſorrow or complaint. 


A CONCURRENCE of imilar circumſtances, muſt 5 
render any people happy. More happy ſtill, if, 


in the enjoyment of theſe favors, they make ſuit- 


able returns, to the auther of all good, and are 


thankful, 


Tux 8 it 1s s preſumes, are 2 proper groun os . 
; fo ſome obſervations, ſuited to the preſent occaſi- 


The method propoſed, is, 


I. 10 contides more generally, the import of 


che phraſe ; in the text, as applied to a civil com- 
A munity—or to enquire, when ay things be faid 


to E well in a State | 155 


U. Sew, m more particularly, . are neceſſ- 


= ry, a8 means, to conſtitute this proſperous ſtate of | 
community. Which will naturally lead us, by 
way of application, to conſider the obligations 


| ſuch a people are under to a grateful ſenſe, and a 


vViſe improvement of the divine favors. | 


I. To 


4 


bn ** 
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I. To + cold generally, the! import of 


ke expreſſion in the text or when do Td 8 


well with a civil community: OI 


Fiou & known analogy between 9 5 political 
and the human body, we may find a natural Huſ- 


tration of the phraſe i in the text, —This expreſſion, 


when applied to the political, ſeems to import the 


| fame as health in the natural body. he moſt hap- 


75 py and perfect ſtate of the human body, reſults 
from the due order of its various members and 
parts, each performing regularly, the ſeveral offi. 
ces aſſigned them by the great Creator: When 


this is the caſe, we ſay of a perſon, he ir well—or, 


in other words, he enjoys health. 


So in collective bodies, or ſocicties=as they 
| are compoſed of various orders and individuals; 
each connected with, and ſubſervient to the other; 
the health and proſperity of the whole, is then 


only maintained; when the ſeveral parts and mem- 


bers of the body politic preſerve their proper pla- 
ces, and regularly and faithfully perform the du- 
ties of their various ſtations, —When this takes 
; place, „ things go well with them' '—they are in 
a ſtate of political healtb.— Theſe things, at leaſt, 
_ conſtitute the internal welfare of a community, and 
the condition of ſuch a people, muſt be really hap- 
Py; provided they are not diſturbed by enemies 
abroad, and are virtuous at home. ; 55 
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hy tus political, as well. as the natural body are 


liable to injury, from both theſe cauſes. And, they 
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may operate ſo powerfully, if untcſtrained, 28 a 


An N 15 | 


prons fatal to both. 
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IN order theretore, that 4 a people may enjoy ; 
| that : proſperity i in the fulleſt ſenſe, which | is intend- = 


+ # 4 


ed in the text, it isneceflar y. not only, chat; iter. | 


nal order be preſeryed i in the ſpate, and the mem- 


bers of it be at peace among themſelves, bur that 
they be undiſturbed: by external force, and be per- 


mitted to * ſit under their vine and 68 tree, and 


have HOPE to make them Afraid? oven 6s 1 


0 1* 43" 45 ; 8 a 5 TOM 
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ty a word, it gell With, a State, when they 


£145 


enjoy the bleſſing of a good government, wiſely 


$4 $5: 


adminiſtered—when no foreign r hon diſturbs 
e este a0 1 internal ſedition interrupts their 


LI 


| harmony —eſpecially when, in addition to this, 
benevolence And vi. ue ie reign among them when 


the fear of GOD rules in their hearts, and Love 10 


g men, influences their conduct When they practiſe 
ſobriety — temperance induſtry „and all the ſocial 


virtues, and “ lead quitt and peaceable lives in all 
godlineſs and honeſty. Under theſe happy cir- 


cumſtances, who, but muſt acknowledge, things 


go well 5 with ſuch a community.- — 


Box. "this naturally leads us, in the SECOND 
place— 


II. To 1 what are 


: necellary as means, to promote that happy ſtate of 


B ot 5 ſociety 


| 
| 
| 


. 
10 | 
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- queſtion may, perhaps, be elucidated, by a little 


ſon can never enjoy high health—There i is a radi - 
cal obſtruction to it—an original defect; which 


of government. This is the foundation on which 


.. ͤ⁰ü . OE Te F999 ms 4 ——— ————— 
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ſociety, mentloteck in ; the text. This important 


further attention to the fimilitude before adduced, 


Wnar do we conceive "necellary to conſtitute 
full health and vigor iti the human frame? And, 
by what means, may an individual be rendered ca- 

pable of enjoying life and the bleſſings of it Wire | 
9 85 ae it muſt be anſwered, e 


af. THAT a good CONSTITUTION i is of prin- | 
cole importance. Where this is wanting, 2 per- 


can never be fully Opened, 1 15 _ al * 
larity and care. 


Or equal importance to the "REA of a commu- 
vity, is a good CIVIL CONSTITUT ION or frame 


political life and happineſs are raiſed and ſecured. 
A defect here, will be attended with laſting i ill con- 
ſequences to the State conſequences, which will 
be felt through every part of the ſyſtem—if not 
by convulſions and violent diſorder 8, which 
threaten the life of the body, yet, by growing 
debility and langour, and ſuch a want of energy, 
as will forever prevent the ene of any rave 
| degree of happineſs. 35 


Wirn reſpect to cull conſtitutions, - - mankind, 
it! is true, have entertained different ideas; in 
conlequence: 


11 


conſequence. of which, the forms adopted, have * 
been various; according to the different habits, | 
genius and. circumſtances of the people. Some 
have been pleaſed. with a monarchical form—others 
have choſen an ari Rocratical—while others have 
given the Preference. to a more Popular w mode of . 
government, . 


| GoveRNMENT,. d in ſome form, n man- 
Kind have, in all ages, found abſolutely neceſſary 7 
for their ſecurity and happineſs. _ This ſeems to. 
be a ſufficient proof, if there were 1 none more ex- 
preſs, that civil government is of divine ordination 


the neceſlity « of it, for the order and e N 
of the world. . 


C Tae proper knowledge of 8 is MAN. * 

And, however humiliating the thought, yet thoſe 
| who have attained the trueſt knowledge of men, 
will readily own, that ſuch is the preſent ſtate of 
depraved human nature — ſuch the luſts and paſſions 
which predominate in the hearts of men, that 
without the reſtraints of government, the world 
would be but a ſtage of confuſion and war. Mur- 
: ders—thefts—rapine and violence would ſpre ad 
horror and deſolation over the earth. | 


Tuar erimnal Safe, which: is fo ab to 
the good of ſociety, and is the bane of public hap- 
 pinels; if permitted 2 free operation, unbridled by 
: laws, would make this earth, inſtead of a quiet 
habiration,” a ſcene. of outrage and miſery.— The 
5 | | eee : 
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delete and. wi ſe Parent of tlie Untverfe, who” 


189 18 


as God of order, ah hath therefore, in his f good 


55 221 


will to men, and that there mig ght be peace o 


| earth,” granted, with the GOSPEL,” tHe 'great 
| vieſling of eavit. 4 5 OVERNMENT; e 
; there ore : expreſily” called the ordinance God. 


4288 inis. — 
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As to the particular forms, which have obtained 


1 n 2 Dh 
among f men, withou t remarking," either "on the 


Ws wiſdom af bie. or 8 impolicy of others, Ichink 
r 


* may ſafely aſſim Baz Jar to be tlie beſt Tonitituti. 


5 Ji ono 
on, which provides | for, and ſecures to 4 1 8 


F 


the greateſt degreg ot R REAL LIBERTY, and Wh ; 


has the beſt tendency 8 promote mutual neo ol 


$2 5g A * 3 \ 


| dence among the ſeveral orders! in OT hate 


'P Wa $; + ; hk. Tx fry 177 127 1. * 


Bur however important a good Conſtitution may 
be, it is certainly Y, of n no leſs conſequence to the 


4 15 * 


N proſperity of a State—. 455 bh 


adly, That Werel be a 600D > ADMINISTRATION" | 
of: the mat The political health of b come, 


E very. eflentially depends! on this. 
8 . 
Tri is well known, that, in tlie natural body, the 


pelt original habit —the fineſt conſtitution, will not 
| Inſure health, where a perſon, eicher careleſsiy neg- 
lets che means of preſerving it, or wantonly in- 
a dulges to intemperance; and every criminal excels, 5 
So in the civil body, a people may boaſt the wiſeſt 
frame of government z a conſtitution, in which 
every proviſion is made, equally to ſecure the rights 
of gobernment, and the liberty of the ſubjec and 
7: 0 ye. 


2 1 74 73 & 


I3' 


«%s 


f yer after Alt heit opes lay. be blafted; and all 
a their agreeable proſpects, end in diſappointment, 
from no other cauſe than a corrupt adminiſtration. | 


Fay: "Tits being # point afits muck importance in 
: the prefent ſubject, it merits a > e C 


ration! in this „„ 2103 OT cbirqoÞ © 


+ 3 


innen atog 02.20! : 
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In, every free government, founded. on 7 6 
3 compact, it is the indiſputable right of the com- 
munity, to. cleft their own rulers. fa When they are 
choſen, the path of their duty! is clearly; pointed out, 
as with a ſun- beam. The conſtitution, defines their 
. power, and Heaven has declared the end of their 
L appointment. « He is the Miniſter of GOD to 
. thee for good. This is the great objet; to which . 
they are to direct all their biews. As men, they | 
have, like other men, private intereſts and private 7 
views; and may as lawfully purſue them. But 
in their publle capacity, they cau of right, have no 


l other end, than that of chepivite happineſs,” 


RoLens; 3 are not to be denied the right 
of private judgment, in their official tranſactions. 

a They are not to be conſidered as machines in the 
political ſyſtert : Nor in ſuch ſort obligated to pur- 
fue the happineſs of their conſtituents, a as not to be 

at liberty to act their own ſentiments.” To deſire 
this, would be highly unreaſonable 1 in a people; 
and to conſent to it, would argue 2 contemptible 
. weakneſs in rulers. They are to ſeck the good of 
the 228 ; but, in purſuing and ether the are to 
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act with freedom and. choice—with. wiſdom 120 
determination. e. 


; W 
1 e e 3 
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Tuxsz Fenn may rw t to hey the im, 
portance of chooſing to office; ſuch 1 men, as are duly. 


qualified for a truſt, onthe right diſcharge of which, ſo 
much depends. To this then, let ys briefly turn our 
5 attention,and « endeavor to point out ſome of thelead- 
ing traits inf the character of a good Ruler. Among 
\ which, are, K raoroledge—Iitexrii4 Public Spirit 


Firmneſs and Refolution—yet, Tenderneſs and Compaſe 


ſcon and finally, Religion, which crowns. his cha- 


racter, and adds a de luſtre to all _ other 


qualifications. CHILES TH 2 WER 


Tnar rulers ſhould be men of x KNOWLEDOE and 


i and WISDOM, it appears. of great importance, from 
the very nature and deſign of their office. | Public 


rulers are to the politic body, What eyes. are to the 


natural. The light of the body is the eye, if the. 
eye be fingle, the whole body i is full of light, but if 


the eye be evil,” what can be expected, but that 


the whole body will be full of darkneſs.” | 


1 was, therefore 2 ſpecial. command of GOD, 


to his favourite people, when they were about to 
elect their Officers of Government, take ye wi iſe 
men, and wnder/tanding, and known among your 
tribes, and 1 will make them RULERS over you.“ 4 
On the other hand, it was viewed as a great cala - 
mity, and a mark of God's peculiar diſpleaſure 
againſt them, when n weak and ignorant men were 


* 


placed 


1 5 | | E7 


— 


nabe at the Lead bf their public i 2 « Wo 
unto thee, O land, when: thy King is a child! „ 


'Iri is mentioned of king SOLOMON, 28 2 ths. ih 
cial qualification for his high truſt, that God 
gave him wiſdom and largneſs of heart, as the ſands 


on the ſea ſhore.“ So convinced was he, of 'the 


vaſt importance of this bleſſing, that he made it 

his firſt petition to Heaven, when he began his ad- 
miniſtration, that * GOD would give him a wi iſe 
and an underſtanding | heart, that he might be able 

| to judge ſo great a people.” FOES | 


 Inveep, the want of this qualification ina viler, 
"renders him ſo unfit for his ſtation, on a variety of 
accounts, that no other accompliſhment can fully 
_ compenſate for the defect. Suppoſe him poſſeſſed : 
of the ſtricteſt probity of heart of the moſt up- 
right intentions ; ; yet, for want of WISDOM, he will 
never be able to diſcern the true intereſts of the 
people, or know when their rights, are in danger. 
He will be perpetually liable to the impoſitions of 
crafty, deſigning Politicians, who, like erratic fires, » 
will bewilder his judgment—impoſe on FAD under- 
ſtanding, and lead him into the mire. 


" Trzny ever have barn ſuch characters, i in lv 0 
communities. The beſt framed conſtitutions on 
eafth, are not a ſufficient ſecurity againſt them. 

They will profeſs a zealous attachment to liberty ; j 
none ſo true friends to their country as they; 
when at the ſame time, SELF is the idol they wor- 


ſhip ; 


rr 


— 


_ thip3 "hh to advance their own priqats. Intereſt, 
they will fagrifice every other conſid eration. 1 


. How hell ſuch political hypocrites, be geredet, 
and their dangerous machinations fruſtrated ?— 
Surehy in! no Way more likely, than by appointing 
to public offices, men of knowledge, and abilities 


1 men of leſs craft, but of uo i and., more 


Honeſt hearts. than they. 7 


Tr is not every Kind " tain; tollever, 
that will qualify a man for a good ruler, He may 
excel in many parts of learning, and yet never 
make a Stateſman. He may, be a wiſe Philoſopher, 
yet no Politieian. Many have done eſſential ſer- 
vice, in various departments of life, who, yet, 


would have made wild I 5 the, helm, of 
| State. 1% . * 2 


II is of eie 2 3 have 
2 knowledge of men, as well as laws—of the differ- 
ent genius, humours and intereſts. of: the people, 


over hom they preſide ; ; that they may accom- 
ma date their adminiſtration in ſuch a manner, as, 


at the ſame time, they may ſecure che love of the 
people, promote the general good, and preſerve 
 Inviolate the rights of government. 


Taxks are other branches of knowledge, which 
will be of great advantage to men in power. Itis, 
at leaſt, defireable that they ſhould have à tolera- 
ble acquaintance with natural law—that. they. un- - 
derſtand the natural rights of men, which are the 6. 

ſame 


me, ünder every ſpecies of government, and do 
not owe their origin to the ſocial compact. Such, 
in a peculiar ys are ny facred RIGHTS _ | 
CONSCIENCE. 5 
Bor, A perially is it + incungbent on dhe civil 
magiſtrate, to be thoroughly acquainted with the : 
conſtitution of the State in which he lives; that 1 
he may aſcertain- the limits of his own power, as i 
well as the rights and privileges of the ſubje&. | 
That while he, with firmneſs aſſerts the former, 
he may guard, with ſacred caution, againſt any 
encroachment on the _—_— ö 
<« In free governments,” one juſtly obſerves, — 
men are apt to feel, much quicker, than in thoſe of Z £0 
adifferent form. To touch their liberties, is to touch | 
s the apple of their eye.” Every attempt alarms | 
them, and makes thein jealous of further deſigns ; 93 
and ſometimes throws them into the hands of 
factious demagogues, who are enemies to all go- | 
vernment; and are ever watching opportunities to 
embarreſs public meaſures, and to introduce = 
_ anarchy and confuſion. Where ſo much therefore, 
/ depends, and where the danger of acting wrong, 
is likely to produce ſuch miſchievous effects in the 
: community, rulers ought to know very well, What 
p * it is to act right ; where power ends, and liberty 
1 begins. The more difficult it is to ſettle this point, "5 
ſo much the more wiſdom, knowledge and pru- | 
dence, do rulers need, and ſo much the more Gala; | 
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Þ where people obterde foch caution and tenderneſs 


* 


h 
} 
4 
: 
1 


cr... 
— 


a 2 
mm 4 * 
— — St eats — I SL 0 FR 
— x - 4 
3 — 


in their rulers, they: will make allowances for 
miſtakes, and. even for faults. 8 


7 ANOTH Bu; andan equally important qualification 
for public truſt, is uncorrupted 1inTEGRITY—amind 
free from baſe deſign from low art and i intrigue. 
A ruler ſhould poſſeſs a ſoul: above diſpute, or 
- Aiimuluich—thir will neither be ſeduced by 


bribes and flattery; or intimidated by frowns and 


threatnings, to betray his truſt—to counter aQ his 
N or violate truth and Juſtice. - 


How conſtantly do we 940 it inculcatedl f in | the 
| fared writings, that rulers be fuſt men—fearers of 
Gop—baters of covetouſneſe. hat they ſhake their. 
Hands from holding bribes, becauſe, a gift blindeth the 
der of the W iſe, and perverteth the words of the 2 righteous, 


Ir would exhibit but a dark picture of human 
rature, to trace the hiſtory of the fall of Empires— 


the loſs of liberty—and the unnumbered miſeries 


that have, like a flood, over-whelmed mankind, 
by means of corrupt and wicked rulers. Sad ex- 


per tence has evinced the truth of that obſervation, 
That nothing will ſo ſurely, ſo rapidly bring on 
the diſfolution of ſociety, and the loſs of the liberties 


of a people, as a want of virtue and integrity in 
their rvlers'. 2 1 5 


How _ once flouriſhing Stade who gloried 


in their freedom, have, from this fatal cauſe, tum 


bled i into ruins —And from the heighth of political | 
glory, have been reduced to Wet moſt abject lavery 


4+ * 


and 


1g. 


and wretchedneſs Where! is the one boaſted 
freedom of Rome—of Sparta, and of Carthage 9— 


Where, may I not add, is that of the nation, with 


which ws were once connected On whom,. if 


ue believe ſome of her beſt writers © Corruption 
and Bribery ſeem nearly to have accompliſhed: 
the prediction of the great M onteſquieu, which 
was, © She will loſe her liberty—will periſh ; and 
will then periſh, when the legiflative power ſhall be 
more corrupt than the executive.“ 


or ſuch importance is integrity in civil rulers, 


that without it, the fineſt talents the moſt brilliant 


genius, and the greateſt improvements in erudition, 
inſtead of ſecuring happineſs to the State, would 
rather endanger its peace. Knowledge without 
honeſty—a good genius with a bad heart, would 
but furniſh them with an advantage with greater 
ſucceſs, to rob the people of their rights, when- 
ever it might ſerve the baſe purpoſe of their own 
25 w. or help ta carry a favorite plan. 


BENEVOLENCE and a PUBLIC SPIRIT were . 
mentioned as qualifications of importance, in a 
civil ruler, —Theſe will diſpoſe him, cheerfully to 
ſubordinate all private views to the public emolu· 
ment. 


We . meet whth - Hick 8 in 


public life, who ſeem to be born 10 do good, and to 
make mankind happy. Such is their diffuſive 


n their ardent Philanthrophy, that 
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they. exhibit a noble ee of that BEING, 


Vet 


the glory of W charact r, e infinite W E- 


VOLENCE. o 


CNY ETYS 


N FEIRMNES8 abs RESOLUTION i in a civil ma- 
2 giſtrate, are alſo virtues, which will be found ex- 

ceedingly neceſſary. Frequently, in the execution 
of his truſt, may caſes occur, when timidity would 


be treachery when a temporizing compliance with 


the humours of a party, would be baſely to ur 
| whe ET of the community. 


"Yer, i in perfect conſiſtence with chis quakty, is 
the exerciſe of COMPASSION and TENDE R. 
NES8S, which are no leſs neceſſary, than amiable 

qualifications in 'a ruler.— As the Miniſter of 

: God,” he is bound to imitate the © Father of mer- 
_ cies,” who is “ flow.to anger and of great kind- 
| neſs.” Who, when he inflicts puniſhment on of- 


fenders, does it, not becauſe he takes pleaſure in 


the miſery of his ſubjects, but to vindicate his au- 
thority and government to preſerve order in the 


ſyſtem, and, in the end, to promote the public 


ET, ve 


good.—A glorious pattern for earthly Judges. 


Nothing ſo truly exalts the character of a magiſ. 
trate—nothing renders him more amiable to his 


fellow men, or more worthy the office he ſuſtains 
than to ſee him ſoftening the rigour of Juſtice, 
with beams. of clemency. Gentleneſs often ſub- 
dues, when wrath would but inflame; and well- 
timed lenity has frequently, a more powerful and 
: happy effect, upon a refractory. ſpirit, than all the. 


thungerin g 


— 


— 
| thundering.menaces.of penal law. In; which caſe, 
all tbe good ends of government are ſecured, and 
the diſobedient reclaimed, being drawn by the 
cords of a man, the bands of love.” 15 


'F proceed to mention the other qualification of 

à good ruler, which indeed, crowns his character, 
and adds a peculiar glory to all his other accomp- 
liſhments, which is RELIGION. This, above all 
things, gives true dignity to his 1 and — 
adminiſtration. | 


N 8 ITS r 
rr 


Civil. rulers are, in the inſpired writings, de- : | 
nominated Gods. «1 have ſaid, ye are gods. = 
The expreſſion is ſtriking, and full of inſtruction. | 
And whatever other qualities are implied in it, 1 
certainly it more than intimates that they ſhould | 
exhibit 2 moral reſemblance of the SUPREME 
GOD, in virtue and holineſs. For what a ſole. 
ciſm in language, as well as religion, is an un- 


godly god! 


WIN v we conſider them as men, as moral agents. 3 
in common with others, accountable to GOD ; 
it is certain, that their higheſt intereſt—their ; 
2 everlaſting well- being. depend upon their being 
men ef piety and real religion, and as rulers, this 
divine principle will afford them the beſt, the on- 
ly ſolid ſupport under all the burdens and cares 8 of: : 
3 Ser | 


By Religion, Ido not intend, merely N pro- 
N fellion, or external ſhew. of goodneſs. This, ſome - | 
1 | have 
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| have aſſumed, who have, eventually proved the 


moſt miſchevious enemies, both to Church and 
State. Under the cloak of religion, they have 


gained that confidence and affection of the people, | 


which they haye, , afterwards abuſed, to betray. 

their moſt important intereſts, 5 No conſideration 
can be of force ſufficient. to bind him, . who dares 

to prevaricate with HEAVEN, and: ene wich 
the LORD his maker,” CR 


Bur; by a man of Religion, I mean one who 


fears GOD from the heart, with a fear founded in- 
cRecm—in a ſupreme love implanted i in the ſoul, by the 
renovating influence of the SPIRIT OF GOD — 
done who believes in, and honors his Son JESUS 
CHRIST, as the only mediator and Saviour ; and 
: who makes conſcience of conforming his temper. | 
: and life to the ſacred rules of the Goſpel. 


ALTHOUGH we renounce the abſurd hereſy ot. 


«& dominion ' founded in grace” —becauſe © Chriſt's 
kingdom is not of this world” yet virtue and re- 


ligion muſt be, on a variety of accounts, cpſider- 


ed as a neeeffary qualification in public rulers. 
This will regulate their paſſions—dignify and en- 
large their minds, and form them for noble and 
benevolent actions. This will inſpire them, with 
undaunted ſirmneſs, to purſue the path of duty, 
though it ſhould lead them through a ſcene of the 
moſt painful oppoſition. 


Every Ration” in life wack: 4 its difficulties awd. 


Its tewptations—few, Fe are expoſed to 
more 


23 
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˖ — 
more than thoſe advanced to power and « eminence. 
They, therefore, ſtand i in greater need of the aids 
5 8 of divine grace ; without which they will be in 
| danger of making ſhipwreck of their conſciences, 
and of the rights of men.—But the man who, is 
animated with the ſpirit which true religion in- 
ſpires, will ſtand firm and unmoved when temp- 
tations afſail him—and his heart being fixed 
truſting in his God,” no unworthy motive ſhall 


induce him either to ins N his ae or to money 
his ſacred truſt. 


VU muſt be Allowed, indeed, that: many perſons 
7 have been uſeful in public ſtations, and have done 
great ſervice to the Commonwealth, who were 
actuated by other principles, than that of religion. 
Ambition -a deſire of popularity—and | in ſome, a 
certain benevolence and greatneſs of ſoul, have 
' prompted them to actions exceedingly beneficial 
_ to ſociety. —Þut theſe when compared with a fixed 
principle of religion, will be found, at beſt, but 
| very inſecure and uncertain baſis on which to 
build our confidence of a perſevering, vpright © 
adminiſtration of government. . 


Trar men in authority, mould So men \ of call, 
gion, it appears important, in another point of 
vie won account of the influence their example = 
will have on ſociety. There is a peculiar fondneſs 
in the lower orders of life, to copy after their 
ſuperiors. This indeed would be of no hurtful 
conſequence to the community, provided 66 great 


men 


=. 

men Geke Alays WIC But, bnkapplly; chis is 
not always the caſe; and 44 1h It is otherwiſe, the 
effefts ute often; very petnicicu Agreenbly, tlie 
inſpired Solomon faith; '** ben 4 er hearkens 
to lies, All his ſervunit are” Wicked. * At 48 4 juft 
remtark, khaf ' Vicks, Ike iöbey, receive much of 
their credit and currebex fromm the e practice of the Z 


great.” 15 : 


Bagels inrelight k in a Migiürite cbünterbets ä 
the very deſign of his office. What ground. cal 
there be to expect, that he who, himſelf diſregards 
the laws of God, will frown i on vice. and immo- 
rality in others ? Or, that he who i is 2 hve to his 
own luſts and paſſions, will ſeriouſly attempt ts 
regulate the paſſions of others? vicious members 
of ſociety will deſpiſe ſuch 2 magiſtrate ; and while 
they ſee the abſurdity of his conduct, will inſult. 
ingly apply the Proverb, by Phyfre cian heal thyſelf. b 
and thus all authority i is brought into contempt. 


Bur when, men in power, ate men of piety and 
religion, when they exhibit in their lives, a bright 
example of the amiable virtues of chriſtianity, what 

an encouraging aſpect has it on a community: 

Such rulers anſwer to the deſcription given in that 
ſublime paſſage of inſpiration, oY The 60 of 
Hraet faid, the rock of Iſrael ſpake to me, he that 
ruleth over men, muſt be juſt, ruling i in the fear of 
GOD ; and he ſhall be as the light of the morning, 
when the ſon riſeth, a morning without clouds, as 

33 N the 
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the tender graſs ſpringing out of the earth, by the 


4 oy after br 


< "ff 


Petr to the belt and Acer of: a State,— 


T good conflttions, and 4 faithful virtuous adm. 


nj tration. 5 


Ber ow is Cnanthing! Gil a Fro” to 


the full attainment of this great object, which is, 


zaly. Tut ; koncurrence of the People, by a cheer- 5 
ful diſcharge of their duty as SUBJECTS. © Things 


never can go well” in a ſociety or State, where this 


is neglected. Public happineſs depends as much, 
yea more, on the temper and conduct of the peo- 
ple, than upon the quality of their laws, or the 
character of their rulers. Theſe may be of the 
bett deſcription, yet, if chere be a prevailing ſpirit 
of licentiouſneſs. in the people, it will be impoſſible 


| for the government to be happy. 


Ar ſeems neceſſary, therefore, to. point out the 
Fe of the people, conſidered as ſabject of govern- 
ment. This involves the obligations which they 

are under to their ruleriᷣto them nſelver—and. to 


che public at large, - 


'To their Rulers, they owe © fe- Nenad 


ebediince.” +1 
A reſpectful . is, ey due 


to whole i in authority. To withold this, is not on- 
* bee to divine precept, but would im- 
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ply a groſs" reflection upon the people themſelvelz 


2 
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by whom, in all free States, the rulers are appoint- 
ed: Not to honor and reyerence them, would be, 
implicitly t to own, that 1 in their choice of them, 


they were not governed by rational motives—that 
they had no regard to the worthineſs of character, 


as a qualiſication but have elected ſuch men to 


5 office, as ate only worthy of 'cohtempt;—And it 


would be 2 dire& violation of 2 divine command, 


which requires v us to oy * give honor to whom honor 


is due.“ — 


A cheerful pere 1s Fandel beanch of hea du⸗ 
ty of ſubjects to their rulers. They have a juſt 
claim upon ſociety, not only for aid and encourage- 


ment, in the execution of their truſt, but, are 


juſtly entitled to a pecuniary « con ſideration. They 
are the appointed 'GUARDIANS-OF| THE RIGHTS | 
of the community. It is a ſacred depofitum,, which 


the people have committed to their truſt. Cloſe 
application great attention, are requiſite to a 
faithful diſcharge of their duty. By accepting the 


truſt, they have conſecrated their time and abili- - 
ties to the public, and they are under obligations 
to employ them in their ſervice. It is but reaſon- 
able, therefore, they ſhould receive an adequate 


_ compenſation from the people, which ought not 
to be conſidered in the light of a gratuity, or 
viewed as a burden;—At the ſame time, a wiſe 
Legiſlature will always regard the ability of the 


people they will cultivate the principles of econo- 
N | 5 


BY 
my -und will never countenance e ex- 
pence, or wantonly laviſh. the pyblic treaſure. 


# 


PERMII me to add, that the happineſs of a State, | 
greatly depends upon a regular ind peaceful ſub- 


Jection to the authority of their rulers. Without 


proper ſubordination, it is abſolutely impoſſible, 


7 Tom Jhould go well. with any pans 464.4 


Tur doarine of paſſive wy unlimited obedience 


has, we know, i in former periods, been carried to 


a moſt contemptible length. The abettors of 
tyranny, have ever found it their intereſt to in- 
 culcate it, as an engine beſt calculated to ſupport 
their lawleſs dominion; Thanks to the great ſource 
of light and liherty, this flaviſh doctrine has, long 
fince, been e by the 88 2 25 of | 


mankind... 1 rl 5 


TRR bee for a we plead; is a se ; 
- tabjedtion to conſtitutignal authority.—It is the 
happineſs of a republican government, that their's 


is © a government, not of men, but of laws. — 


Obedience, therefore, to their rulers, is nothing 
more then obedience to the authority and | majeſty 
of the laws—and laws too, made by | themſelves. 5 


0 


Tuxxz is a fred, unalterable rule, by which : 


ths meaſure of obedience to rulers, is to be deter- 


mined—that is, while they regulate their ad- 


miniſtration by the immutable. laws of morality, 
and by the conſtitution and laws of the State-—Or, 


ja ather words, while they. act agrecably to the 
original 


e ͥͤ e——— - - — 
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| when do thoſe in power deviate from this rul 
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28 
; original deſign. .of all government, ile goed of '#he 
governed. 0 * is obedience a duty, and " 


longer. 


WEN thoſeir in power, 5 far lose ght of: thi 5 


object, as to enact laws, and require obedience, 
in violation of the conſtitution, or of the laws of 2 
680, in ſuch a caſe, obedience would be rebellion 
againſt Heaven, and A N treaſon h the 


CUP LAs 1 18D 
State, | | 


| £2 | „ * * * — 
Tus * queſtion that! ee to ar iſe here, is, 
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And who are to decide upon this point. ?—They, 


who under God, are the fountain of all the power 
their rulers : poſſeſs, undoubtedly, ought to de- 


termine it.—Let this muſt be underſtood with 
proper caution ; the want of which, may be at- 
tended with ſerious conſequences and may pre- 


cipitate the Commonwealth into o the we diftreſſin 's 
ſcenes. | TEE 


Ars, power originating in dhe * win, 1 5 


po, means Juſtify individuals, or a {mall part. of the : 
5 community, in refuſing obedience to laws which 
they may think oppreſſive. —' I hey have an indiſ- 


putable right, with a decent, and manly firmneſs, 


to repreſent their grievances, and to remonſtrate 
to government, in a ſuitable manner. And rulers 
who are wiſe, will always pay proper attention to 
their applications, and will, in every inſtance: re- 


move the can: of complaint, when it can be done 
ede 


NE Ae "3 * s JT "E 4 
0 # % * [ N * ” wo £ o — 5 


29 


o 3 
* 


eanſiſiently'- ** he public god But. if the 


Aggrieved ſhould fail of obtaining their wiſhes, 
and the ideas of the Legiſlatpre ſhould not corxeſ- 
and wi w vich theirs, muſt they riſe up and declare 


$6 01 £ 6; 


heir will to : the Supreme Jaw, and throw off 


"L723 rn i? " 


1 ſubjedtion to «the | powers 1 that be” ?—R eaſon— A, 
Juſtice, and common Prudence revolt at the idea 

ad for this Plain reaſon, that they are but 2 {mall 

part of the ſociety, by whom the e was 


erg and Jaws eſtabliſhed. 


_ Trap, are ſome periods, in the revolution of 
events, "wherein a people, who, in general, are 
well diſpoſed t to government, vetf from 2 miſtaken 


: apprehenſion, that their liberties are threatened, | 


have, in the phrenay of their zeal, and being puſh- 


ed on by r men of reſtleſs minds, been guilty of 
unwarrantable combinations againſt authority, and : 
of daring oppoſition t to the laws; tending to bring 


on ſuch convulſions as would ſhake the foundation 
oF government. | | 


Ir WE have wen this abferention 5 in any degree 


verified, in the years that have gone over us, we 
will only learn inſtruction by the event. Things 

5 have gone well in Judah, ſince.” '—And we would 7 
by no means wiſh to revive. painful ideas, but co- 
5 Nr with. a mantle of ehpricys, the human frailties 
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over What was, in the greater. number, perhaps, TY 
2 well intended, but a e zeal. While at 
| the 
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the fame time, We 5 reprobate avith marked. abbor» 
rence, the ſpirit and conduct of _ Wen — 
at anarchy and rebellion. | 32-5..983 1 erh an bas 


— 


= We are taught, however, by: mY evchts, the 
; importance and value of good government, and a 
the abſolute neceſſity of regular ſubordination to 
a the laws, 3 in order to the PPS: and e 
of 2 State, 3 


Y * * 


Bor, beſides the ohigatiins which a or are 
under to their rulers, there are duties which they 
owe to ONE ANOTHER, and to the COMMU- 
'NITY at large ; without : attention tq which, things 
cannot go well with them, Among theſe, nothing is 
of greater importance, than to cultivate a ſpirit of 
love and benevolence ; of peace and kind affection 
one to another. That divine command, « By 
LOVE ſerve one another,“ 13 as obligatory. on 
 focieties as on individuals. This 1s the principle, 
which gives animation and vigor to the whole 
political body. It is the vital ſpring which puts 
every member in motion, and ſets the whole ſyſ- 
tem at work, in ſuch a circulation of ſervices, as 
cannot fail to produce e and health 1 in the 
community. Re 5 


| INDUSTRY—ATTENTION 10 BUslNES8, 
is another, and a very eſſential requiſite to pub- 
lic proſperity. A ſpirit of diſſipation and indo- 
lence is the bane of ſocieties, as well as of families 
2 and perſons. © Let every one abide in his calling,” 
e is 


is the divine denden, A diſregard of th, | 


is commonly, and juſtly, followed with poverty, 


loſs of credit, and miſery to individuals, and to 


ſocieties, 


\ Faucatiry oh eee and economy, 5 
are alſo, of ſingular importance, | eſpecially in a 
young and riſing republic. Nothing ſo enervates 
the mind, and relaxes the. ſinews of the body poli- ; 

tic, as the vices of intemperance, debauchery, <p 
prodigality and luxury, And certainly, judging 


by the tenor of the divine conduct towards man- 


kind nothing has a more direct tendency to pro- 
voke the divine vengeance upon a community.— 


TL obſerve once more. 


Would a people be TY great 400 e 
would they enjoy the higheſt degree of political 
: proſperity, the preſent Rate of things will admit, 


it is of the laſt importance that they be a truly 
virtuous a religious people. It will remain an 


unalterable truth, founded on the nature and 
eternal fitneſs of things, as well as on the expreſs 
word of God, that righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, 


but ſin is a reproach to any people. Vice and wicked- 


neſs have both a natural and a Judicial tendency to 


5 miſery and ruin. 


On the other hand, bt IS the friendly aſpe 
of virtue and religion on mankind, that they not 
only tend to promote the preſent and future wel. 


fare of individuals, vo are the ſureſt and moſt 


4 effectual 
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Taz Sdprotie Gessi of the World, rewards 
or puniſhes, nations and'civil communities only in 
this life ; and that according to their viſible cha- 
radter and conduct. Political bodies are but the 
creatures of time. T hey have no exiſtence, as ſuch; 
but in the preſent ſtate 3 ; cofifequently, are incapable 


of puniſhments: or rewards, in a future. We can, 


conceive no way in Which the divine Being ſhalt 


therefore, manifeſt the purity of his nature—his i in- 


finite abhorrence of fin;and love of virtue; towards 


ſuch ſocieties, but by rewarding or pumiſhing them 
here, according to their public conduct. We 
find, therefore, from ſacred, as. well as profane 


hiſtory, the diſpenſations of divine providence, 
towards public bodies, have always correſponded 


with this rule; agreeable to that folemn declarati- 
on, delivered with an authority becoming a meſ- 
ſenger of the LORD OF HOSTS, tothe King and 
nation of Judah, Hear ye. me ASA; and all 


JUDAH and BENJAMIN, 'The Lord is wit h you, 


while ye be with him, and if ye feek him, he will be 


| your of you, but if ye: OE. . be e jor fake 


you,” 


IMPR OVEMENT. 


Hae: it 1s time to alk the indulgence of this 
Alpe cle audience, While a few. remarks . 
made from our ſubject, ſuitable to the occaſion. « of 
the ent ſolemnity. 


> 
© * * 
a . es n 


= 
ſe = on a. this auſpicious ANNIVERSARY, 


what grateful emotions. ought to riſe in every 


heart, towards that infinitely good and gracious 


Being, who by a ſeries of ſurprizing events, has, 


in ſo great a degree, realized the words of our text, 
upon this Commonwealth, and upon our favoured 


land. Whatever ſcenes of danger and diſtreſs we 
have, in paſt years experienced at preſent, through 
the n mn of our Oo wh us,“ . _ 


| Wann we 3 our r ſituation with that ofa 
great part of our fellow-men, who are this day, 
groaning under the yoke of civil and religious 


bondage When we view others, who have little 
more than the name and ſhadow of liberty Indeed, 

when we take a retroſpect of our oton ſituation, but 
a very few years ſince, when our liberties—our 
country—and even life itſelf might be ſaid to- hang 


in doubt”—ſuſpended on the precarious event of 


an unequal war, —now to reflect, that we have 


lived to ſee a happy period to thoſe days of anxicty 
and ſorrow to fee the peaceful eſtabliſhment of a 


national government—2 government founded on 


the baſis of juſtice and equal liberty, ſecuring to its 


citizens the full enjoyment of their natural, civil 
and religious rights; we are conſtrained to ſay, 

6 ſurely this is the LORD's doing, and it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes. ' —With the profoundeſt grati- 
tude, let us, as a people, bow. the knee to the 
9 eg b of nations, who my 1 us ſuch a 


„5 aidinguimed. : 
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pleatanit' a ox that \ we haves; goodly a at: 1 


| limits, we can fix to our anticipations of their fu- 


aittingulſbed lot ämong tlie inhibitants of 7 
earth, and that * the "A are fallen tb us in 
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tage,” GO TRE 
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der hs would; dot 3 1 a Jate in · 


; genious traveller, ſpeaking. of AMERICA; no peo- 
ple ever had a more ſolemn charge. committed to 
their hands; as the welfare of millions, for ages 
to come, reſts on the perſervering virtue of the pre · 


ſent generation. America ſtands, like rhe ſun in 


the Heavens, the centre of light, and the Wonder 5 


of an admiring world, Who feel the influence ß 
its rays.— There the perſecnted will find' reſt — \ Fe 


tortured virtue and exiled' worth, will take refuge 


am on 8 them, from every quarter of the old world. 


Wr we contemplate the fingular advanta- 
tages of this young empire, unconnected, by its: 7 
fituation, with the entangled politics of Europe. 


5 enjoying the freeſt local government on earth 


inhabited by a brave, and enterprizing people, 
ſcattered over a vaſt continent e know of no 


ture wealth and glory. —Eſpecially ſhould the en- 
lightened citizens be ſo peculiarly fortunate, as to 


be bleſt with a juſt and virtuous government, which 
will draw all their views and intereſts, under one 
compact head, fairly repreſented, from the pure 


and uncorrupted body of the people?” He con- 
cludes, I pray God, this infant fabrick may never 
he thz*tered by the — intereſts of different 
5 States 
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states that they may continue their glorious car- 


reer, nobly ſacrificing partial views, to the general 
good © of the common empire.“ 


Tus ſentiments are, donbtleſs, juſt, and merit 
the attention of every claſs of citizens. 


u greateſt danger, apparently, is from our- 
bun. And there are two ſources, more eſpecially, 


from whence I apprehend, this danger may ariſe— 
A criminal abuſe of our liberty—and a careleſs ; inatten- 


ion 10 the exerciſe of our rights, | 


Tarn i is great danger to be ect 1058 
che abuſe of LIBE RTY.—It cannot be denied, thar, 
by. our conſtitution, weenjoy all that liberty, that 
a people can rationally. defire, We have for in- 
ſtance, the ineſtimable privilege of appointing 
our own rulers. Our nobles are from ourſelves 


aud our Governor proceedeth from the midſt of 
us.“ But, great as this privilege is, how eaſily 


may it be abuſed ? As when in the choice of the 


| public officers, men are influenced, - either from 


party ſpirit from private pique and reſentment, 


| vr other ſelfiſh motives, to neglect men of known 


and tried abilities, and the beſt characters, and, 


. their ſtead, to advance thoſe to public truſt, 
who are deſtitute of the moſt eſſential ene : 


| AxoTrer important privilege, in a free Com - 
monwealth, is, that of writing, ſpeaking and pub- 
: klkung, with, deceyt freedom, our ſentiments on 
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| public men and meaſures —But is this liberty 


abuſed and proftitiited to > licentious purpoſes * I 


- - * 4 
# 


Prin of little intormation, A Wen upon the 
| ſmalleſt pretence, to cenſure the conduct of their 


rulers, to vilify their characters, and. to declaim 


againſt the meaſures of adminiſträtion, thereby 


— jealouſies, and deltroying the public peace. 


4 


| Jeatousy, indeed, under proper regulations, 


n 


far from being a crime, is a public virtue—and a 


very neceſſary one, in a republican government. 
Under Providence, it is one of the greateſt ſecuri- 
ties of freedom.—But there' is a jealouſy, which is 


ungrour ded is petulant and unreaſonable, and the 


bane of public happineſs. And this is found, per- 
haps moſt frequently, among two ſorts of. men. 
One 18, di appointed Seegers, who are ever finding 
fault with government, becauſe they are: not in 


: Place. No public meaſure: i 18 right, becauſe * 


had not a band i in adopting i r 
\ Tre. other ſort, is found among perſons in the 


lower walks of life —men of. honeſt minds, but, 
uninformed in affairs of government; they become 
prejudiced, by the inceſſant declamations of the ; 
former, who take advantage of. their ignorance, 
and blow up their minds with a jealouſy that their 
rights are in danger—their rulers are plotting to 
. aggrandize themſelves upon the ruin of the liber- 
ties of the people,—lt i is eaſy to diſcover, that ſuch 
A ſpirit may be productive of infinite miſchief to a 
en. 1 po Honest 


- 


; * Aa 
* , 


. | i "> 


Y Horte rulers are never unwilling, brobkriid to 
have their public conduct examined. They have 


no objectiou to ſubmit their meaſures to the judg- 


ment of a candid public, and to have cheir miſtakes 


pointed out. (1 Humanum oft errare. 9 But, to be 
ſubject to the envenomed tongue of lander, from 
men of capricious and unprincipled minds, i is ex 
a fremely hard, to an honeſt and feeling mind.” 


 TrxesE chen have been confingd. 10 our | 
: civil—but our ir religious war's the is no less l to 


ABUSE.” 


Tax rights of conſcience, by Our happy conſtitu- 
tion, are alſo ſecured, with great care and attention. 


[t breathes a ſpirit of toleration, perhaps, unknown 
in any other part of the world. We have no 
religious eſtabliſhment of one denomination of 
Chriſtians, above another. Every man, as he is, 
at the day of judgment, to ſtand or fall for bimfelf, 


ſo, is now at liberty, while he behaves as A peaceable 


citizen, to worſhip Gop in that way, which he, in 
ö his conſcience, believes to be moſt acceptable tohim. 
For «+ what government“ (says a diſtinguiſhed 7 
afſertor of the Rights of men) Shall dare to inter- 


poſe between GOD and the HEART OF MAN. ” 


Bur how eaſy | is ; it to perceive, that this liberty, 


important as it is to individual and ſocial happineſs, 


may be greatly abuſed ? As when perſons, under 
pretence of liberty of conſcience, throw aſide all 
Yifible reverence of the DEITY, and of divine 


initutions— 
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"inftitutions—profane! his Sabbaths,and caſt practical 
contempt upon his word and ordinances—indulg- 
ing to thoſe licentious principles and pradlices, 
which, in their tendency, deſtroy all peace and 


order in ſocięgty. And then, perhaps, not unlike 


5 the PHARISES of old“ Thank God they are not 


as their Fathers wererrthat they live i in a more 


LIBERAL and catholic age, and enjoy liberty in 
a more refined degree, than did their well. -meaning 
but bigotted anceſtors, carols i 


Tux other ſource of danger, mentioned, i is a care- 


Jeſs inattention to our PR IVILEGES. This, as 
it argues ingratitude to God, is alſo attended with 


conſequences exceedingly prejudicial to the Com. : 
monwealth, 


Max is a firange kind of 6 How often, 


like the pendulum, do we go, from one extreme 
to the other ; and are guilty of the moſt palpable 
inconſiſtency of conduct. At one time, a people 
will be all vigilance and attention to their liberties 
; —jealous of the leaſt encroachment—careful i in the SD 
extreme, to preſerve and exerciſe their rights.— 


LEW 


No pains are accounted too great, to ſind out the 


1 beſt characters for wiſdom, virtue and patriotiſm, 
to fill public offices, leſt the welfare of the com- 
munity ſhould be endangered. 5 


Ar another time, there ſeems a qd indifferency. - 


and careleſſneſs, as if it were a matter of the ſmalleſt _ 
conſequence, whether rulers are qualified for their 


ſtations 
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fiations & or not, —By this mens, how eaſy, for a 
deſigning few, by artful management, to obtain 
2 majority of ſuffrages for a perſon to fill ome 
important office in government, who is qualified 
only to bring reproach upon himſelf, and diſgrace 
on his conſtituents.—Siich, at leaſt may be the effect 
of i inattention and neglect of privilege; and if ſuch 
an event, hereafter, ſhould take place in our Re- 
public, the people will have none to criminate but 
themſelves, if their feelings are wounded, and the 
intereſts of the community ſuffer. 


Tazss things are ſuggeſted, and theſe ſources 
ct danger held up to view, that ſceing the rocks 


before us, we may ſeaſonably avoid them. 


SHOULD we, however, be ſo blind to our duty and 
our intereſt, as careleſsly to neglect our privileges, | 
or ungratefully abuſe the favors of Providence. 
Should prevailing infidelity and vice, profaneſs . 
and irreligion, mark the character of this people ; * 
as we ſhall juſtly deſerve, ſo we ſhall have awful rea- 
ſon to fear, that a Gop of infinite purity and righ- 
teouſneſs, provoked byour daring offences, will not 
ſuffer us long to go'on with impunity. — That for 
the. vindication of his holy name and injured 
| gdodneſs, he will“ empty us from veſſel to A 
—deſpoil_ us of our glory, and lay our crown 
in the duſt; and that by withdrawing his ſpecial 
protection, he will leave us to feel the ſad effects 
of that righteous denunciation, , Woe alſo unto 
them, when I ſhall —— — them.“ 
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Bur 8 if "we arerwile for, ongſclyes—if we become. 


A iin 4 4 bd. + 


2 penitent, .thankfol,. leihen geople, and 
make 2 ſuitable i be ee of-the blcſfings,) we. | 


var 


crjoys we have the higheſt arne for hopę, t. that hi 


we and. our poſterity, iba, reap p the, happy fruits 


of liberty, and peace, and, t to the Miſh "ffs 10 
in the name of AMERICANS. 
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Fs revered CHARACTERS; e lee or 


| girs, which eompoſe the adminiſtration of this 
Commonwealth, now | demand our , 


attention. | A nine aft 


Tun petſondl. preſence of his EXCELLENCT, 


our Commander in Chief, forbids eulogiums; | 


affrontive to delicacy. But, while the preacher 
would avoid the inſult of lattery, pleaſing only to 


weak and ignoble minds, he may not omit, on 
this public occaſion, and i in the name of the Com- | 
monwealth, to pay that tribute of rational reſpect, 
which his juſt merits and high ſtation demand | 


and to acknowledge, with gratitude, thoſe vnre- 
mitted exertions for the public welfare, which, 


for ſo many years, have rendered his e ee 
o e to himſelf, and 2 to this people... 


Us can . wiſh, nor enjoy 2" higher en 


comium on his character or government, than that 
ſingular mark of confidence and affeQion, which 
the citizens of this great Commonwealth have ſo 
repeatedly ſhewn, by advancing him to the higheſt” 


feat of honor among them, —His EXCELLENCY 
wrt. will 


41 


will; we doubt not, in return, convince them, by 


his paternal care and wiſe adminiſtration, that hat 
confidence is not miſplaced, that affection not 
unmerited. This, while it muſt afford 2 pleaſing 
ſatisfaction to his own mind, will naturally lead 


him to feel the obligation he is under, to continue 


to exert all his powers, to promote the great end 


of his appointment, the happineſs of the people. 


To animate him to the greateſt fidelity herein, 
his EXCELLENCY vill frequently contemplate 
that ſolemn period, when he muſt render an ac- 
count of the talents with which he has been en- 


truſted ; and he will remember, that unto 
whom mug is given, of him ſhall much be re- 


_ quired.” He is fully ſenſible, that in the great 


day of © dread deciſion,” no earthly titles or diſ- 
tinctions will avail, to procure acquitance at the 


bar of GOD. That none but the faithful ſervants 


of JESUS CHRIST will meet the approbation, 
2 and receive the plaudit of their _ F 


Unpza theſe impreſſions, from F fenſe of his 


_ own inſufficiency, and his abſolute dependence on 
divi ne aids, he will daily look to the fountain 3 
all grace, for wiſdom and ſtrength to diſcharge 5 
the whole of his duty, to God and man. He will 
walk before this people, in the alluring example 
of piety and virtue, the greateſt ornaments of the 
chriſtian a charaQer, and which truly enoble that of 
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Max the infinitely good GOD, keep his SER.” 
VANT under his holy protection-—gränt him con- 
ſirmed health, and every perſonal and domeſtic 
blefling — And When he ſhall have ſerved his 


ee, by the Will of God, may he, full of 
days, wiſdom and Virtue, obtain 4 happy quietus 
from all his labors, and « enter into the Joy. of bis 
C TEST FEW 


Mar the other „ diſtinguiſhed character, whom 


the people have raiſed to be SECOND in offte 


and in honor, in this Commonwealth who glo- 


. 2 
ries in the appellation of a © ſervant of a free people”? © 


—wholſe venerable locks have grown hoary in 


the ſervice of his coumtry—and who now, in de- 
| 1 2 en, the love and eſteem 4 


n 


n 


W be made . and Nhe not only * 
the teſtimony of an approving conſcience, but, 
which is infinitely ſuperior, by the © light of God's 
countenance. And when the preſent ſcene of 
earthly cares ſhall cloſe forever, may he be ad- 


mitted to that « Teſt which remaineth for the 


people of God. af 


Tas Honorable COUNCIL of this State, 2 
the dignity of their ſtation and characters, and 
the important ſervices rendered to the Comm on- 0 | 
Wealth, deſerve our veneration, and are entitled to 
great reſpect. May this branch of our government 
ever be compoſed of men of approved abilities 


of. 
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of liberal minds of ſound judgment and uncor- 
rupted probity. By their advice and co-operation 
with His Excellency, may they cheerfully Puxſpe 

ſuch meaſures, in the executive adminiſtration of 

government, as ſhall happily ſubſerve the proſperity 
of the State ; and when life ſhall ceaſe, and world- 
ly honors be no more, may they receive the re- 
ward of faithful ſervants, 5 


| PARTICULAR reſpet 14 attention are now- on 
to the Honorable, SEN ATE, and the Honorable 
HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES, who, by the 
voice of their BRETHREN, are advanced to be the 
GUARDIANS. of the liberties of a great commu- 
nity. In the fear of GOD, and in perfect harmo- 
ny, may they enter upon the i important tranſactions | 
of this day. Under the influence of the fame prin- 
ciples, and a ſolemn ſenſe of the oath of GOD upon 
them, may they conduct all the public tranſactions 
of the ear. | 
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Ou z venerable Fathers will 8 me, as a Mi-. j 
niſter of CHRIST, to remind them, that hey are | 
; ſubjects, and owe the moſt cordial allegiance to 2 

HIM, who is “Head over all things.“ That they 4 
poſſeſs but a delegated power that Jxsus CRRISsT 
hath clothed them with their authority, and this 
day, conſtituted them his . Miniſters for good, oy 
to this people. They will remember, this is the 
great object they are to keep! in view. —In all their 
acts of legiſlation, they will have a facred regard 
to juſtice—to t the honor of Gon, and to the true Z 


interelt 
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Intereſt of this Commonwealth. In filling up the 
vacancies in the Legiflature, and in all their other 


untments, they will endeavor that their minds 


may be diveſted of all private views, and have re- 


gard only to thoſe perſons who are beſt Cr nicny to 


ſerve the pudlic. 


Any, to give weight and dignity to their admi. 


niſtrations, our honored Rulers will conſider the 
vaſt importance of example, from men in public ſta- 
tion. They will therefore, go before the people, 
in the practice of all the moral and chriſtian duties: 
Particularly, in a ſacred reſpect to the WORD or 
60D; a practical veneration of his S4BBATR, and 
of all the holy InsTiTUTIONs of the Goſpel ;— 
Remembering, that * the fear of the Lon p, is the 
beginning of wiſdom ;*” and that impiety in Rulers, 
brings aggrivated guilt on themſelves, and has the f 
! molt baneful influence on the morals of Society. 


Tur Hill, morever, in their official, as well as 


private characters, uſe every means, to promote 
Induſtry, Frugality, and Temperance—as well as Agri- | 
n and eee ee and e e * 


Ap, the more elfectually to anſwer the end of 


8; their appointment, our political. Fathers will give 
every poſſible encouragement to learning and edu. 
cation. Fully ſenſible of the great benefits which 

have ariſen to this people, i from literary inſtituti on 5 

: they will feel the! importance of them to the ſafety 

| and well. being of che Fon They are pub: 
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lic fountains, from which ſuch ſtreams are diffuſed 


through the land, as add ſtrength and dignity to 
the State, and make glad the city of our GO.“ 
Perſwaded of this truth, our civil Rulers will never 


loſe ſight of this great object; leſt . darkneſs cover 


our land, and groſs dar kneſs the people.” * 


Ir might ſeem needleſs for me, before ſo en- 


lightened a body, 23 compoſe the Legiſlature of 
this Commonwealth, particularly to recommend 


to their patronage, the UNIVERSITY in this vi- 
cinity. The acknowledged beneſits derived to this 
community, and to our land, from that inſtitution; 


the many worthy and eminent charafters it has 
produced,who have been ornaments to their coun- 


try, and bleflings to the world, all conſpire to place 
that Seminary in a favorable point of light; and 


would, on this occaſion, for obvious reaſons, juſti- 
fy an importunity of addreſs, which, in a matter 
of inconſiderable moment, might be deemedi inex - 


_ euſable, before an audience, I fo juſliy revere.— 
But I chuſe to take i it for granted, that our honored 


Fathers, are fo fully apprized of the i importance of 


that Society, to the welfare of the community, that 
nothing further need be added, to recommend it 
to their cordial ſupport, and to the aten *. | 


of government. I 


AON other objects of public 3 importance, our 
| relpefied Rulers, will not neglect to cultivate, both 


among themſelves, and the people at large, 2 ſacred 
— for our NATIONAL CHARACTER 4 | 


GOVE ONES 


GOVERNMENT. 'Lhe importance of this, muſt 


be. obvious to every real friend to our union and 
happineſs. To this end, a liberal confidence ought 


to be placed in the National Legi/tature. 


 GrounDLEss Fealouſic Fer, ſhould, above all things, ö 


be baniſhed from our minds; and every Ns Omani 
_ avoided, which has a tendency to create them.— 


May I be permitted to enquire can it be wiſe— 5 


can ĩt be juſt, or politic, to ſpeak of our National 


Government, as a foreign juriſdiction What pur 


poſe can it ſerve, unleſs to inſpire the public mind 
with jealouſy, and uneaſy fears? Such is the quick : 
| ſenſibility of AMERICANS, who recollect the try- 


ing ſcenes, from which they have ſo lately emerged, 


that the term foreign, carries alarm and avoidance 
in its very ſound—and excites diffidence in the 


people ; ; as though the intereſts of the Federal go- . 
vernment, and thoſe of the States, were {eperate, at 


leaſt, if not oppoſed to each other; than which, no 


idea can be harboured, more dangerous to our 
peace, or more untrue. WE ARE ONE, is our 


motto, May it ſo continue, to the lateſt arp 


of time. 


*. 


TuR Leviflainrs! of the UNION are. our Bre. 


| thren—our fellow- ſubjects. It is the offspring of 
the States. It has no exiſtence but upon the baſis 5 
of the individual governments —a ſentiment re- 
cently urged from the higheſt authority in this 
State,* and which ought to be indelibly impreſſed 


upon every member of the Union. —Let us cauti- 
| * Governor's Srxrcn. | T_T 
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: oully cold every dangerous e an 


alarming expreſſion, which can have no other Ef. 
fect, than to ſcatter the ſeeds of jealouſly and diſ. 
content weaken our gorernment—deſtroy the 
public.confidence, and, in the end, ſap the foun- 
dation of that fair ſtructure, which under GOD, 


has been raiſed by American wiſdom and valor. 


— 


Tazrz are many other objects, which will claim 


the attention of our honored RULERS, which 
their own good judgment, and particular acquain- 
tance with the circumſtances, of the Common- 


wealth, will naturally ſuggeſt to their minds.— 


The tranquility of the State ſo much depends up- 
on their wiſe, ſteady and prudent adminiſtration, . 
that it cannot fail to inſpire them with an anxious 
concern, to act well the important part aſſigned 
them. And a conſciouſneſs of their need of divine 
aid, ſhould excite them to a humble and prayerful 
dependence on him 20 giveth wiſdom to the wiſe, 


and underſtanding fo the prudent.” 


Anono other powerful motives to ſidelity, our 


civil FATHERS will remember, that their preſent 


conduct is not only ſtrictly obſerved by him who 
« ſtandeth in the congregation of the mighty, and 
judgeth among the gods,” but will have an impor- 
tant influence into their Eternal State. They will 
frequently anticipate their approaching diffolu- 


tion, and the ſolemn account they muſt ſoon ren- 


der to the Supreme Judge. For though they 


are ſtiled «4 gods on earth, they muſt die like men. 


II Is 


Tuts naturally brings to our recollection, the 
affecting comment which the providence of 605 
hath lately given us, upon this ſacred paſſage, in the 
removal, from our world, of that great and good 
man, Who, not long ſince, appeared, once and 
again, on theſe anniverſary ſolemnities, at the head 
of our tribes.— But —he is no more !=Imagine, 
honored SIRS, you hear him,“ though dead, 

yet ſpeaking” this day, from the regions of un- 
moleſted fecurity, and addrefling his former aſ- 
ſociates in government, in ſome ſuch language as 
this“ You are now employed in à ſphere of 
action, intereſting indeed to mortals, whoſe hap- 
pineſs in their preſent ſtate, greatly depends or 
your fidelity and virtue. But, be aſſured, my 

friends, the hour is on the wing, and will quickly 
arrive, when, like me, you muſt quit your ſta- 

tions- muſt leave all ſublunary ſeenes, and viſit 

the world of unbodied ſpirits. Neither your emi- 
nence of character uſefulneſs in life nor the 
wiſhes and tears of your country or your friends ; 

can ſave you from that fatal ſtroke, which will lay 
your honors low, and bring all your earthly glory 
to the duſt, Would you obtain immortal honor, 

and an unfading crown, fear the great 00. 

believe in, honar and obey his Son Jzsus CrurIsT— . 
and, like chriſtian magiſtrates, fulfil the duties of 
your ſtation— perſevering to the end; and be aſ- 
ſured, from the word of the immutable GOD, that 


zlory, honor and immortality await you.“ 
— Goverrour PO Yw] GIN. 


ET OL 


. 


49 


* 


We are not inſenſible, that the field of ſervice” 
is large, and the burthen great, to which our ciyil i 


- 


RULERS are called. The conſideration of which, | 


muſt excite every man of religion to pray for 
them, —We cordially ; with them a bleſſing, this 


day, from the houſe of the LORD.—May HE who 
is wonderful in counſel,” aſſiſt them in all their | 
dalibetabig-” May Juſtice and Benevoletice diſ. 


5 tinguiſh their laws—May wiſdom and equity mark 
the Whole of their adminiſtration.ä— May they, 


with. great unanimity and ſucceſs, promote the 
tranquility of this people. And, having been faith · 


ful to 60D to themſelves, and to mankind, 
may they, © with joy give up their account” at 


laſt, and exchange the honors and burden of go- 


vernment, for a fand more pee and eter- 
nal weight of glory.” 


My Fellow: citizens, of every order, . now 


permit me to cloſe this diſcourſe, with an earneſt 
exhortation to them all, to contribute, in their 
various ſtations, to the advancement of the peace 
and proſperity of our country. Our advantages 


for happineſs as a people are great, almoſt beyond 
a parralell, bounteous Heaven has, with liberal pro- 


fuſion, poured his bleſſings upon our land—has 


given us a name and diſtinction among the king- 


doms of the earth we are ſpread over a great 5 
continent ſo that, to uſe the expreſſion of an 


European, and a great friend to America,“ , 


make a WORLD within ourſelves. Our national i 


4 —— — character 


* Dr, Parc, 


wo 


IP; 


. 3 


character and welt are daily; riling—our re- 
| ſources are extenſive, and encreaſing—arts _. 4 
manufactures make ſurpriſing progreſs. We live 
under a mild and good government. — Our laws 
are equal and juſt and we are bleſt with a wiſe 
and judicious adminiſtration.— Add to all, we 
live in a land , viſion. We enjoy the divine 
WORD=-—are favoured with the glorious privilege 
of the GOSPEL OF CHRIS J. Indeed, there 
ſeems to be nothing Wanting, to compleat our 
character and our happineſs, as a community, but. 
the ſpirit and prackice of real religion. The want e 
of this, it muſt be acknowledge d; has the moſt . 
threatning aſpect upon our a — 
and rapid progreſs of declared infidelity and deiſm, . — * 
of licentiouſnefs. and ſcepticiſm—the diſregard. F 
of divine inſtitutions—the practical contempt of: 
the goſpel of our Salvation—the awful 8 
which, with unbluſhing confidence, many have 
openly caſt upon the ETERNAL SON OF GOD, 
whom we are commanded to Hanor as te — - 
the FATHER,” . becauſe he is the, brightneſs of- 3 
his glory, and the expreſs | image of his perſon! of | 
In fine; the torrent of immorality, profaneſs 55 — 
impiety, Which daily increaſes among us—exhibit 
but a ſad: preſage, if perſiſted in, of impending * 
miſeries on our land. —It is, in the nature of things, 
impoſlible it ſhould eventually go well with. a people 
of "tie above deſcription, and who remain impeni- 
tent and;{unreformed.. | Ty ruth muſt. become falle- 
bai kane muſt change, before ſuch an event 
can take lace. For this is the language of uner- 
ring truth, « Say ye to the rig. breous, it ſhall'bz well o 
wit Hum, for he ſhall eat of the fruit ofiHis doings— 
: but Woe 15 the wicked, it CAA be 15 with him, for hee 
? reward 


/ 4,3 
£5 Y 
8 
„ 
1 
of \ 
0 4 
+ 
+32 
. 
* 
7 
+.” If 
. = 
4 
* 
1 
"= 
=. 
ra f 
M0 
8 
boy 
. 
4 
4 
It 
W- .. 
1 
EL." 
3 7 
. 
+8 
40 Y 
Ko” 
"£9 
* p 1 . 
* 
NY 
WJ 
1X 
1 
oY 
154 1 
4's N 
# 
1 * ＋ 4 
* 
1 
N. > 
1 3 
q 1 
+ 
= 
'* 
I N 
FS 
71 
by +] 
l 
2 
"IF if 
# 3 
„ 
N 
"4 of 
A , 
y | 
"74 
= 
” i 
„ 
Br; 
5 
4» 
$9 
wh 
= 
Ty 
.&F7 = 
vs If 
v, 
3 13 
13 
« 1 
1 
1 
x 
7 
i, 
5 
* 
I 3 
. 

Ul 4 
N 
©. bat 
: J 
5 
Lt 

1 
© | 
3 

| 
1 

0 
7” 
* 
# 

& © 
o „ . 
x 
+ 

4 
K 
8 


* 
1 
* 
3 
. 
* þ 
"3" 5 
XA I 
„ : 


—_— 


— NE EEE EE — 
- . — IS — — — Is * — OT * 
N - * 2 — <1 264 a F * 7 * 4 ky * 1 5 
% ; \ 


— 


bg foward of is: lands ſniall be given him.“ It * 


„ miamifeſt therefore, that righteouſneſs alone can truly | 
| © exalt our nation—that RELIGION is the only baſis, 
4 on which true happineſs can __ Apa: either in 
0 1 communities or individuals. — e hs 

| Lx this then, be the object of univerſal concern. 2 

| 


a 1 few revolving Suns more, my brethren, will 
WMatt us into the eternal world, and cloſe our ſtate 
\ | of trial forever. Our different ſtations here our 
7 various ſocial connections; will ſhortly, be all done 
; away. The period faſt. approaches, when, accord 
„%% ing to the Scriptures, this world and all things in 
tit, ſhall be diffolved—when © nature ſhall fall aſleep, . 
time expire, and death itſelf ſhall die.“ Then, 
Empires, Kingdoms and States, ſhall be no more. 
The only happy collective body, will then be com- 
poſed of the righteous and the holy—to-the eternal 
excluſion of the ungodly and the nner.“ The 
former will be united in bonds of the moſt 
pure and exalted friendſhip; but in a far different 
manner of ſociety, from thoſe on earth; and they 
will ſhine as the © brightneſs of the frwament 
in that «KINGDOM that ſhall never be moved. 
There, an endleſs circle of happineſs, infinitely 
greater than can be derived from the moſt proſ- 
perous ſtate of things here, is provided provided 
by the mercy of Gon, through the mediation of 
CHRIST provided for all who repent and believe 
the poſpel'—who © abound in all the fruits of 
_ righteouſneſs,” and who continue © faithful to the 
death.” —To which holy and happy ſtate, may we 
all, through grace, be admitted, for. the fake of, 
1 JESUS our ML hope.— 


MEN. 
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